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NIH’s mission is to seek fundamental knowledge about 

the nature and behavior of living systems and the 

application of that knowledge to enhance health, 

lengthen life, and reduce illness and disability.



Your Application Could Be Funded by One of 24 NIH 

Institutes or Centers (ICs)
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24 NIH Institutes and Centers Fund Grants



Review and Funding of NIH Grant Applications
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http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/submissionschedule.htm
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Sept-Jan 

Receipt Dates

May-July
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Review Dates

Sept-Oct

Jan-Feb

May-June

National Advisory Council/Board Dates 

Dec 

Apr 

July 

Earliest Possible Beginning Date

NIH Peer Review System for Grant Applications

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/submissionschedule.htm
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http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/submissionschedule.htm

There are three main overlapping cycles per year

Timeframe from Submission to Award

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/submissionschedule.htm
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To see that NIH grant applications receive fair, 
independent, expert, and timely reviews – free from 
inappropriate influences – so NIH can fund the most 
promising research. 

CSR Mission 
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Scope of CSR’s Operations
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1. Community Influences on Health Behavior

2. Clinical Data Management and Analysis

3. Clinical Informatics and Digital Health

4. Clinical Management in General Care 

Settings

5. Healthcare and Health Disparities

6. Health Promotion in Communities

7. Population and Public Health Approaches 

to HIV/AIDS

8. Health Services: Quality and Effectiveness

9. Interdisciplinary Clinical Care in Specialty 

Care Settings

10. Science of Implementation in Health and 

Healthcare

11. Organization and Delivery of Health 

Services

Integrated Review 

Groups

Biobehavioral & 

Behavioral Processes

Risk, Prevention & Health 

Behavior

Healthcare Delivery and 

Methodologies

Population Sciences and 

Epidemiology 

Division of AIDS, Behavioral and Population Sciences
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Clinical Management in General Care Settings 

(CMGC)

• Identify, develop, and evaluate clinical management of patients from a provider 
perspective in general care settings (i.e. primary care), home based care, and 
ambulatory settings (i.e. rehabilitation or assisted living)

• Common topics:
– Advanced care planning/palliative care in home based settings or primary care

– Mobile health technology and telehealth interventions linking patient & provider

– Symptom management in chronic disease, cancer survivors, ADRD etc…

– Prenatal, postpartum, pediatric non-specialty care

– Patient and provider communication, shared decision making

– Medication adherence

– Caregiver support

• What we don’t review:
– Oncology – patients in active cancer treatment 

– Specialized, inpatient, institutionalized care (i.e. hospitals, nursing homes, NICU)

– Transitions of care between institution and home

– Large dataset analyses or population level studies

– Development of bioinformatics technology

– Interventions in general community settings that do not include direct link to clinic or patients
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Tips for Review in CMGC

• Mixed methods approaches commonly reviewed and reviewers well 

versed in qualitative research. Include detail about qualitative data 

collection and analysis. Include information on integrating mixed 

methods data or clarify if mixed methods versus multi-methods 

approach.

• CMGC reviews a lot of clinical trials that include clinical 

interventions. For applications in a clinical space (i.e. pediatric, 

prenatal, or primary care clinic) useful to include clinical expertise 

who can advise about planned interventions potential impact on 

clinical workflow.
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Community Influence on Health Behavior (CIHB)

• How community level factors prevent or moderate health risks and behaviors. 
Applications may examine community-level social, cultural, and environmental risk 
factors and processes and their relationships with a broad range of outcomes.

• Community level defined in a variety of ways including; geographically, by social unit 
or practices, virtual spaces, and group affiliations etc

• Common topics:
– Substance use

– Obesity/physical activity

– Environmental science

• Methods we review: 
– community based participatory research (CBPR) 

– ethnographic and other qualitative methods; 

– policy and document analysis, 

– mixed methods and other non-interventional study designs

• What we don’t review: 
– Interventional studies (HPC is usually a better fit)

– Population level studies (e.g. nationally representative samples)
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Tips for Review in CIHB

• Qualitative methods should be well detailed.

• Mixed methods studies should detail how qualitative and 

quantitative methods will be integrated.

• Community based research methods should be appropriately 

presented based on the level of community involvement (i.e. is it 

community-informed, community-engaged or true CBPR). 
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Health Promotion in Communities (HPC)

• Applications that develop/test efficacy and effectiveness of 

interventions with community-oriented approach for 

promoting health/moderating health risks 

– interventions to address health implemented in community 

organizations or other non-clinical settings (e.g., schools, worksites, 

service delivery organizations).

– interventions that utilize community resources, organizations, 

and information systems for outreach, health education, and service 

delivery; 

– interventions that use social and organizational networks as 

systems for intervention and services delivery.

– community or local environment characteristics; developing and 

evaluating interventions at the community level among the general 

population
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HPC: Methods/Approaches

• Methods/Approach: 

– Community-based participatory research (CBPR) approach 

– Mixed methods 

– Experimental/quasi-experimental designs

– Multi-level approaches 

– mHealth technology where community, community structure, or 
relationship to a local group/organization is a central consideration

– Implementation science framework that emphasize efficacy and 
effectiveness of community-level interventions on health outcomes

• What we don’t review
– Non-interventional study designs (CIHB is a better fit)

– Qualitative only studies (CIHB is better fit)

– Clinical/patient management in community health care or home-based 
settings (CMGC better fit) 

– Testing implementation and dissemination theories, models and 
conceptual frameworks in community settings (SIHH is better fit)

– Meta-Analysis
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Tips for Review in HPC

• Studies must be an intervention- social units assigned to different 

intervention groups (e.g.):

– Pre-post study design

– Quasi-experimental design

– Non-randomized trials

– Randomized trials

– Cross over randomized controlled trials

– Interrupted time series

• CBPR approaches

– Researchers and community stakeholders engage as equal partners
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What Makes a Competitive Application?



Tools to Find Funding Opportunities 

and Study Sections
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Steps to Getting Your Research Funded

• Find a funding opportunity

• Identify the right institute for your application

– Find a program officer to discuss whether your research

• Identify the right mechanism

– Do you have preliminary data? 

• Identify the right study section

– You can contact the Scientific Review Officer (SRO) to discuss assignment.

• After application submission, track what’s happening

– Did it go to the right study section? 

– Track your scores and summary statements

• DON’T GET DISCOURAGED if you aren’t funded the first time. 
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Ways NIH Lets You Know What It Wants to Support

Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs)

• Program Announcements (PA) Identifies priority areas and/or funding 

mechanisms for an area.  

o PAR: a PA with special receipt, referral and/or review considerations.

o PAS: a PA with set-aside funds.

• Request for Applications (RFA): Identifies a focused area where NIH award 

grants with set aside funds. 

• Request for Proposal (RFP): Solicits contract proposals, usually with one 

receipt date. 

• Notices of Special Interest (NOSI): Simplified notices of specific research 

interests. 

• Notice (NOT): Announces policy and procedures, changes to earlier FOAs 

and general info. 
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How to find out what’s being funded: 

https://report.nih.gov/



23

https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections

How to Find a Study Section, Browse

https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections
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https://art.csr.nih.gov/

Assisted Referral Tool   

https://art.csr.nih.gov/
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Assisted Referral Tool 
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Example of ART Recommended Study Section/IRG 
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Standing Study Sections 

• When subject matter of application matches the referral 
guidelines for the study section or

Special Emphasis Panels (SEPs) 

• When the subject matter does not fit into any study section—
recurring or for one time conflicts or initiatives.

• When assignment of an application to the most appropriate 
study section creates a conflict of interest 

• When certain types of grants are sought (e.g., fellowships, 
SBIRs, AREAS)

Within an IRG, applications are assigned to: 

Assignment to CSR Study Sections
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Check the Status of Your Application 

in NIH eRA Commons



Your SRO

• Prepares summary 
statements within 30 days

• Provides information to 
NIH Institutes and Centers

After Your Review 
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Questions? 

Your program officer has the prime responsibility to answer 

questions about your review and preparing a new application.  

• Scores for each review criterion

• Critiques from assigned reviewers

• Administrative notes if any

If your application is discussed, you also will receive:   

• An overall impact/priority score and percentile ranking

• A summary of review discussion

Your Summary Statement



Summary Statement



www.csr.nih.gov/ecr

Jumpstart Your Career: 

CSR Early Career Reviewer Program

http://www.csr.nih.gov/ecr


THANK YOU!!! 

For more information visit: 

https://public.csr.nih.gov/

https://public.csr.nih.gov/

